
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“HERITAGE MATTERS” 
Guest Speaker : Mr Geoff Glass 

Chief Executive Officer, City of South Perth 
“South Perth History: A City Perspective” 

Sunday – 18 September at 2.00pm 
Venue – South Perth Bowling Club 

Admission - $5.00/head (includes afternoon tea) 
 

MAY GIBBS CENTENARY EXHIBITION 
Saturday – 1 October to Sunday - 3 December 

To mark 100 years since her first 
published work in Australia 

Opening hours : to be announced 
 

“HERITAGE MATTERS” 
Guest Speaker : Dr Stan Kailis 

“The Origins of Olive Park, Como” 
Sunday – 20 November at 2.00pm 
Venue – South Perth Bowling Club 

Admission - $5.00/head (includes afternoon tea) 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Monday 21 November at 6.00pm for 6.30pm 
Venue – South Perth Library Function Room 

ALL members welcome 
NOTE : you will not be ‘shanghaied’ 

 
CHRISTMAS BREAKFAST 

Sunday Morning – 4 December from 9.00am 

  CITY OF SOUTH PERTH HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC. 
                                    GALLERY & CULTURAL CENTRE 

                                      111 Mill Point Road,  
                                      South Perth WA 6151 

                                                                   www.southperthhistoricalsociety.org    
                                                                                      info@southperthhistoricalsociety.org 
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PRESIDENT’S NOTES 
 
As a self-confessed devotee of the works and history of May Gibbs and her family, her 
creations of Gum-Nut Babies, Snugglepot and Cuddlepie and those gnarly Banksia 
Men, I hold dear the legacy of untold pleasure that their stories and art have bequeathed 
upon generations of wide-eyed children (and parents and grandparents) throughout 
Australia and overseas. 
 
The people of South Perth are indebted to those community leaders who stepped up to 
the plate and purchased some eighty artworks of the Gibbs family when the opportunity 
presented. They have become a priceless asset of which this City can be proud. 
As indicated in our last newsletter, the City of South Perth Historical Society will 
celebrate the centenary of May becoming a published author in Australia by staging a 
new May Gibbs Exhibition to open on Saturday 1 October.  
 
And what a wonderful coincidence that Snugglepot and Cuddlepie will appear “LIVE ON 
STAGE” to bring theatrical magic to youngsters and adults alike at the State Theatre 
Centre of WA from 9 – 14 November. 
 
Diane Brueschke, our wonderful secretary for 10 years, has decided to retire. Her 
tenure has been marked by endless support and expert assistance. From myself and all 
our members a very big “Thank you,  Diane”. 
 
And regretfully we say au revoir and good luck to Kevin Trent OAM as he escapes a life 
which has been deeply immersed in community activities (City Councillor, Society 
committee man, RSL stalwart etc) to an idyll in York. On behalf of all our members, I 
extend our sincere thanks for your long and loyal service, diligence, patience and 
readiness always to lend a hand. “Thank you, Kevin”. 
 
Please note the Annual General Meeting will be held on Monday 21 November at 
6.00pm at the South Perth Library Function Room. Notice of meeting is enclosed with 
your newsletter together with a Nomination Form for membership of the committee. 
 
As this will be the fourth and final newsletter for 2016, I’d like to take this opportunity to wish all our members and readers 
a very Happy Christmas. We look forward to seeing you at our Christmas breakfast on Sunday 4 December from 9.00am 
at Heritage House. 
 
Warm regards 
Lynn O’Hara 
 
FROM THE EDITOR 
 
Believe it or not, coming up with an interesting editorial a mere four times a year presents your editor-by-default with a fair 
few false starts, a lot of head scratching, wakefulness in the wee small hours and sometimes sheer panic. 
 
We then reflect on the dilemma that must be endured by weekly columnists such as Phillip Adams or Nikki Gemmel (both 
‘Weekend Australian’) and all those ‘Spectator’ stringers in trying and sometimes failing to face the music near on fifty 
times a year to orchestrate a satisfactory melody. 
 
We do not have the luxury of their infinite breadth of subjects. We are largely confined to the history of people and places. 
Definitely no politics! Rancorous rants about Claytons Banks cannot become a constant carp. 
 
But as time goes by an historical panorama is expanding exponentially and we look forward to unearthing more long-
buried, intriguing and interesting items to excite your imaginations. To whet your appetite for more, we plan an episodic 
serial (is that tautology, RP?) of a multi-layered discovery. Like peeling the lamina off an onion, in each successive issue, 
we’ll taunt your patience to find out “WHAT HAPPENED THEN?”. 
 
Despite the plentiful painstaking in producing and publishing this epistle, our public is non-responsive, so we don’t know 
whether we are meeting your needs, giving you a bit of reading pleasure, challenging you to contribute, making you laugh 
or cry, or simply boring you. 
 
In unburdening on our Vice President, Sue Emmett, journalist, about lack of feed-back, she assured me that deafening 
silence should be interpreted as approval, and when you’re getting it wrong, the readership will soon let you know. I’m not 
sure that I’m reassured, but thanks for your comforting words, Sue. 
 
As this is the last issue prior to the festive season, the ‘editorial staff’ wish each and every one of you and your families a 
wonderful Christmas and a safe, healthy and happy 2017. 



“RAMAHYUCK”, THE ZOO DIRECTOR’S RESIDENCE 
 
In 1903, some five years after Colonel Le Souef took up his 
appointment to found the Perth Zoo, first as curator then as 
director, the Board commissioned architects Hobbs, Smiths and 
Forbes to design a suitable residence for Le Souef’s growing 
family. 
 
Befitting the prestige and prominence of this position in a growing 
State, the scale of the residence could almost put it in the category 
of a stately mansion. Located at the hilltop of Suburban Road 
within the zoo grounds, it afforded the family with a view across 
Perth Water to the city. A two-storey home, it consisted of office, 
drawing room, dining room and kitchen on the ground floor with 
four bedrooms and a bathroom upstairs, with balconies on two 
sides. All rooms were of generous dimensions (see plans 
overleaf). 
 
The residence was complemented by a coach house and stables. 
Two 1000 gallon water tanks were located behind the kitchen. The mulberry tree, planted around the time the house was 
completed, is still producing today (was it intended to feed the silkworms?)                                 From this stately mansion 
 
The material chosen for the construction was Cottesloe stone, quarried from within an area bounded by Swanbourne 
Terrace (renamed Marine Parade in 1932), Marmion Street, Napier Street north to Hawkestone Street with a focal point 
around Nailsworth Street. 
 
Cottesloe stone was noted in “Western Mail” article (28 October 1898 p28- “a Cottesloe quarry”) to be very dense and 
second to none in WA for building purposes. It has dual advantages of being easy to work and its surface hardens by 
exposure to the atmosphere thus rendering it impervious to damp. 
 
Because of these qualities, Cottesloe stone was used in the construction of many well-known public buildings: the Perth 
Mint, the Museum, Winthrop Hall (UWA), Government House, old Royal Perth Hospital, St Mary’s Cathedral, His 
Majesty’s Hotel, the Weld Club, Fire Brigade Headquarters (Murray Street) and other minor buildings. 
 
For a prestige Zoo Residence, the choice of material was never in question. 
 
In 1958, the decision was made to demolish the house for reasons of seepage and dampness, added to which ‘the floors 
and other woodwork were riddled with borers and white ants’ (‘the West Australian Special Suburban Section – January 
14, 1959 page 7’). Interestingly, the Zoo Board’s minutes are silent on this infestation. (If this were the case, the Board, 
the Public Works Department and the National Parks Board which controlled the Zoo property, were all guilty of 
dereliction of duty when it came to preventive maintenance. Ed.)  
 
One has to wonder why this particular building, constructed of Cottesloe stone, ‘second to none in WA for building 
purposes’, came to the end of its useful life after a mere 55 years when others from the same era are now into their 
second century and still going strong. 
 
Was it poorly constructed? Inferior stone substituted? Poor architectural supervision? Failed dampcourse? 
 
We may never know now but it may simply have been the result of that mindset of the 50s and 60s that ‘old’ must give 
way to ‘modern’. Remember the wholesale destruction of the character of St George’s Terrace to make way for the banal 

and boring. Well, that’s progress as they say. 
 
And ‘Ramahyuck’, what’s that all about? It’s part of the Ernest Le 
Souef heritage. His father-in-law, Friedrich August Hagenauer, a 
Moravian missionary came out to Australia from the Bohemian 
region of the Austro-Hungarian Empire to manage an aboriginal 
mission established by the Presbyterians, in 1863, near Sale, 
Victoria. 
 
‘Ramah’ is a biblical word meaning ‘home of Samuel’ and ‘yuck’ is 
from the local tribal language for ‘mother’ or ‘own’. 
 
His wife’s family name lived on through that of their daughter, 
Mildred Hagenauer Manning (née Le Souef). 
 
So there you have it. 
 

                           To a sad ruin 
    



 



MATTERS OF MOMENT 
 

EARLY EDITION 
We’re a couple of weeks early, simply to let you know of fast approaching events. 
 
EMAIL ADDRESSES 
Congratulations and thank you to all who favoured us with their email address. These were put to good use to remind 
members a few days prior of Professor Julian Bolleter’s ‘History Talks’ resulting in a worthy audience and more than a few 
new faces. Technology triumphant! 
 
NEW MEMBERS 
We extend a hearty welcome to Leonie Hoyle of Hoyle’s Corner fame. 
And to Martin Turner of Melbourne, descendent of George Shenton who was the cousin of William Shenton of Old Mill 
fame (see article on in this edition). 
And to Ian Richter of ALICE SPRINGS!! Ian is the grandson of Alan Richter whose story of catching the ferry after school 
from Barrack Street to then walk up the Coode Street sand track to the Como Beach reserve where his family was on a 
camping holiday during the summer of 1916, was published in the Nov/Dec 2015 newsletter. 
(We’ll shortly be going global). 
 
CONGRATULATIONS 
To our member, the Hon. Steve Irons MP who successfully contested, for the fourth time, the seat of Swan in the recent 
Federal Election. 
 
S.O.S. TO ALL MEMBERS 
We are sorry to chastise you but collectively you’re not trying hard enough to recruit you children, your brother, your 
sister, your aunt, nor your friends. An application for membership is included with this newsletter. Whilst many historical 
societies are subsidised by local government, apart from our signature premises, the City of South Perth Historical 
Society is wholly dependent on subscriptions and donations to maintain our independence. Only ONE member heeded 
our call to gift a membership to a family member. So, R.P., thank you for your support. 
 
ANOTHER DONATION 
We always jump for joy when a surprise donation arrives, this time for $100. We sincerely thank that kind and generous 
lady. 
 
VALETE 
Vince Pendal’s recent death should not go unremarked for he was a great supporter of the Historical Society, both 
financially and in spirit. We send our sincere condolences to his immediate and extended family. As a brother of the late 
Phillip Pendal, a founder of the Society, he carried on his family’s support. 
 
Betty Skinner, former City of South Perth councillor and stalwart supporter of this Society, died peacefully in early August 
and will be remembered with much affection by fellow members and many in the wider community. Sincere condolences 
are extended to her family. 
 
 
THE OTHER HOTEL WINDSOR 
That indefatigable, un-put-downable James Addison Harwood Esquire, rose to the challenge yet again by contributing his 
account of his experience with the grandeur of Melbourne’s premiere hostelry, built during Victoria’s golden era when the 
city was reputedly the wealthiest in the world. One wonders whether old George Strickland had paid a visit and been so 
impressed that he was determined to create his own version in downtown South Perth. (See article in this edition). 
 
OLD PHOTOS EXHIBITION 
Now Showing – Early days of South Perth. Step on down and reminisce with your kids and grandkids to view over fifty 
photos now hanging at Heritage House. A gold coin donation would be appreciated. 
 
“TAKE ME TO THE RIVER’ 
Prof Julian Bolleter’s July talk (Heritage Matters) gave us an interesting insight into the myriad manifestations of the Swan 
River and especially Perth Water since settlement in 1829. It generated a healthy number of questions from a healthy 
number of attendees. Many thanks to Julian for his fascinating revelations of what might have been. 
 
THE SOCIETY WEBSITE 
Still a work in progress. 
 
LAST BUT NOT LEAST 
Thanks to the South Perth Bowling Club for the use of their premises for ‘Heritage Matters’ talks, and congratulations for 
the club’s centenary year. Now that’s history! If only the bowling rink could give us a blink and a wink and say no more. 
    
 



THE SHENTON FAMILY VISIT   by Anne Maloney 
 

Whilst in my capacity as a volunteer guide at the Old Mill on Sunday 26 June this year, I was very pleased when a family of 
seven arrived for a visit. Imagine my surprise and delight when I discovered that the family were direct descendants of 
George Shenton, the cousin of William Kernot Shenton, builder of the original mill as well as Haddon Hall mansion (now 
demolished). They had taken the opportunity while the family was all gathered from near and far, to acquaint the younger 
members with their family heritage. 
 
A family photograph was duly taken in front of the Mill to record the occasion. 

George (1811-1867), after completing his apprenticeship as a pharmacist 
in England, migrated to the Swan River Colony, arriving on Cygnet in 
January 1833. Some 15 months later, while working alone in his cousin’s 
flour mill at Point Belches in South Perth, he was attacked by hostile 
natives and was lucky to escape with his life. He had built up a cordial 
relationship with the local Swan River natives but the raiders were from the 
south (Murray River area). He offered them some flour which they 
accepted, but they then swarmed over the mill and stole the remaining 980 
lb of flour. It was only through the intervention of a local native who knew 
and spoke up for Shenton, that his life was spared. He married Ann 
Catherine Cousins who bore him 13 children, 11 of whom survived.  
 
George Shenton opened the first pharmacy in Perth on the corner of Hay 
and William Streets and soon diversified into a range of other goods for 
sale. His business interests continually expanded and in 1841 he was a 
foundation shareholder in the WA Bank and a director (for 20 years) and 
chairman of the board. He owned a farm and two large stores in Geraldton 
and had an interest in the new WA Steamboat Company. 
 
A committed Wesleyan, George donated money and medicine to the 
church and its mission work. He was treasurer of the committee formed to 
erect Wesley Church on the corner of Hay and William Streets. At the stage 
just prior to the laying of the foundation stone in 1867, while at sea aboard 
one of his schooners, Lass of Geraldton, he was drowned when the ship 
ran into a storm and foundered in heavy seas near Mandurah on 25 March. 

              Photo courtesy Martin Turner 
Shenton family members in the photo: Mrs June Shenton Turner, who lives (appropriately) in Shenton Park, and is the great 
grand-daughter of George Shenton (cousin of William Kernot Shenton); June’s son, Martin Turner, who is based in 
Melbourne; Martin’s daughter, Sarah and her children Kiara and Kiyaan, who all live in New Delhi, India.  
 

THE OTHER HOTEL WINDSOR     by James A Harwood 
 

THE HOTEL WINDSOR, Melbourne, was established in 1883. A visit to the Windsor was a journey of nostalgia for me, for it 
was over thirty years since my late wife, Gwen and I were guests for several days. 
A return visit with my friend Rochelle would be the concluding stage of our journey to 
Melbourne where I was to be a contestant on Channel Nine’s “Millionaire Hotseat” hosted 
by the genial Eddy McGuire. From the moment we entered the hallowed portals of “la 
grande dame”, the atmosphere was that of a gentlemen’s private club. We were greeted 
by the courteous doorman, Duncan, resplendent in top hat and tails, shades of the Savoy 
and the Ritz of London and Paris. Polished brass handrails led to the drawing room’s vast 
interior, furnished with wing-backed, studded leather chairs and Chesterfields from a by-
gone era with discreetly placed palms providing privacy. Original fans and large 
chandeliers hung from the ceiling. The grand piano and historic and valuable paintings in 
their large gilt frames were redolent of luxurious opulence from a by-gone era. An 
atmosphere of quiet dignity prevailed.  
On our arrival, the very helpful receptionist, Josephine Ong, promptly attended to our 
check-in and presented us with a welcoming card from the manager, David Perry, 
announcing an upgrade to a deluxe suite. A room fit for royalty greeted us. The tasteful 
period furniture was complemented by luxurious drapes, fine paintings and mirrors; the 
marble bathroom was stunning. We felt very spoilt indeed. Our generous window afforded 
a panoramic vista across the muted hurly-burly of the streets below to the grandeur of 
Parliament House and the Royal Exhibition Building in the distance. 
High Tea in the immense dining room was delightful, but sadly lacked the soft sounds of 
music, and as we quietly made our farewells for our flight home, that classic hit of 
yesteryear came to mind – “The song has ended but the melody lingers on”, as we bade 
au revoir to that old friend, the Hotel Windsor, that grand dame of the classy city of Melbourne. 



VAN MAN   ( for motoring enthusiasts only) 
 

Trying to identify the make of John Kirk’s beautiful “LifeSaver” 
van is driving us round the bend. You’d think that simply 
having the registration number (25,316) would quickly solve 
the riddle. Alas, no record at the State Archive nor the Battye 
Library – and trolling through the Royal Automobile Club’s 
records proved too daunting and time consuming (could we 
have a volunteer please? – Google: Royal Automobile 
Club of WA Year Book and Road Guide. These yearbooks 
can be downloaded from the CATALOGUE RECORD). 
 
Greg Benjamin was the only member to attempt to get the 
prize of having his name published in this august organ, but 
despite his opinion that it might be a 1918 Crossley 20/25 
being ruled out, he did manage to achieve fleeting fame 

anyway. 
 
So a call to Ms Farah Kabbani, the City’s Local History Librarian, revealed that the late Betty Bowra, a relative of John 
Kirk, had recorded an oral history. This led us to Betty’s son, Neville, who opined with confidence that the vehicle was a 
Ford Talbot. We think he is partially correct, but that it may well be a Talbot-Darracq, primarily French in origin and based 
on a Darracq 8/18 coupé chassis. The mudguards and low profile radiator have Continental overtones and the Sankey 
wheels, although of British manufacture were used by Darracq. 
 
We have also issued a challenge to the Veteran Car Club of WA and the STD (Sunbeam-Talbot-Darracq) Register in 
Australia, and as we go to press, await their deliberations. 

 
COMO HOLIDAY HOME FOR ORPHAN GIRLS  

 
The old Coogee Hotel has been in the news recently. When de-licensed around 1929, it was purchased by the Anglican 
Church (Perth Diocesan Trustees) to use as a holiday home by the sea for orphaned girls who resided during the year in 
Adelaide Terrace. Knowing that a friend’s parents managed the Coogee holiday home in the mid-50s, I mailed him a  
newspaper cutting with the story and photo of the now restored building. 
 
In reply, he recalled that prior to Coogee, the Anglican Church  owned a property in South Perth which was used for the 
girls’  Christmas holidays. Our interest spiked.  
A call to Lara Lynch at the Anglican Diocesan Archive revealed that a property had been bought in 1922 but vacated in 
1929 as the population of Como and the popularity of Como Beach had started to crowd out the young ladies. Over that 
seven year period, none of the Church’s annual reports indicated the actual address of the holiday home. Where was it 
then?  
This mystery focussed our attention and in the absence of any clue, we sought the help of Jenny Kohlen’s ‘Can 
You Help’ column in ‘The West’. Our plea was published on Monday 1st August and by 11.30am, Mrs Betty Gray, aged 
90, of Augusta, phoned to say that her parents, Sidney and Elsie Johnston, had bought the home in 1934 from the 
Church. Bull’s eye!. The address: 200 Labouchere Road, 
corner of Thelma Street (NE). 
 
Now, given that the Church records indicated a roll call at the 
orphanage of over 100 girls, it followed that it must have been a 
pretty big house to accommodate all of them. As described by 
Betty, it had semi-enclosed verandahs on three sides which 
doubled as dormitories, with a large kitchen and servery into a 
large dining room with fireplace and another large room for 
recreation. The bathroom was on the end of the back verandah. 
 
For the technical buff, the Certificate of Title describes the land 
area as being 1 rood 24 perches, Portion of Swan Location 40 
and being Lot 207 on Plan 2800. That’s 1600 sq metres in 
today’s money. The Labouchere Road frontage was 145 links 
(96.66ft/29.3 metres), all in all a very sizable block. 
 
Betty’s still searching for a photo, but, in the interim, has drawn 
us a sketch. Not bad for 90, eh!      
.  
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